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Introduction: 
 Throughout the month of October, we will be taking a closer look at 
the way Lutherans worship.  This is how we meet Jesus in the 
Lutheran liturgy: through a relationship of listening to the WORD, 
praying, praising and communing. This liturgy has been formed based 
on our theology (understanding of God) which is steeped in grace, 
truth, and forgiveness. As Lutherans, we believe there are four parts 
to a liturgy (ORDO). Each week we will explore the meaning and the 
ways they foster our connection to God.   
 

The ORDO 
1. Gathering 
2. Word 
3. Meal 
4. Sending 

Our Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW Hymnal) has 10 settings 
which we can use that are always based on the ORDO and what we 
confess as a Christian community.   This month we will be celebrating 
in Setting Three.   

 
 
 



ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
121 N. SPRING STREET, MIDDLETOWN, PA  17057 

 
Sunday Worship 10:00am and Wednesday 10:00am  

 
 

THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH 
THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE 

God’s Purpose for St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is  to 
listen to God and one another, to invite, welcome, 

 and serve our neighbors in the community.  
(Purpose statement adopted by Church Council 10/2016) 

 
        St. Peter’s is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation joining with 
Reconciling Works. 
 
        As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome and invite 
all of God’s people regardless of age, race, ethnicity, physical or 
mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
economic status. 
 

                         
COVID-19 UPDATE 

As we approach cold and flu season, remember if you are sick 
that it would be best if you stay home. Please join us via 
Facebook or on FM radio at WMSS 91.1.  

 If you test positive for Covid-19, you should isolate for a 
minimum of 5 days.  

 If you are fever free for 24 hours and symptoms are 
improving, you should continue to mask for an additional 
5 days (until Day 10) when you are out in public. 

 After a known Covid-19 exposure, you should wear a 
mask for 10 days and test on Day 5. 

 



GATHERING 
 The Gathering is a call to gather us together. It is about us as the 
body of Christ gathered as one.  Jesus says, ―When two or three are 
gathered together, I am present.‖  We begin with the sign of the cross 
to honor the Triune God. We also can begin with a Confession and 
forgiveness to remember our baptism.  Yes, we were baptized once, 
but that baptism keeps on cleansing us. We do this together as a 
community to empty ourselves of distraction, sin, and brokenness 
and give that to Christ on the cross so that we are renewed. 

                         
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,   
Who forgives all our sin,   
Whose mercy endures forever.  
Amen. 
  
 This is when we publicly remember that Christ already has taken away our sins 
and brokenness and gives us forgiveness.  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of mercy and forgiveness, 
We confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 



Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
We begin by singing praise to God together and it is considered a form of prayer.   
GATHERING SONG: Gather Us In ELW 532 
 
KYRIE is a call and response to invite us into a sacred space with God  which is 
typically sung (optional and we usually sing this during Advent and Lent)   



 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
This is a prayer that is specific to the theme within the readings.  It helps us focus 
on God’s Word.   



Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are 
weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that 
with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  

WORD 
We believe that the WORD Is Christ present in the readings of scripture. We 
believe that scripture interprets scripture to help us understand God’s truth through 
the living Word.  The WORD  is spoken and lived through scripture and our 
faith lives in community. The scriptures are chosen according to the season of the 
church year and have a three year cycle. Most mainline protestant churches use the 
Revised Common Lectionary.  
Biblical interpretation: Lutherans believe that scriptures are not exact 
interpretations, but rather are God’s way of speaking through a collection of story, 
history, letters, song, prophecy, and sermons to help us understand God’s 
truth.  Martin Luther says we use scripture to interpret scripture when we are 
unsure of the true meaning.    
  
FIRST READING 
The first reading is typically from Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament). 

 First Reading: Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It 
will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say 
to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
Word of God, word of life  
Thanks be to God.   
We say this because it is God’s message to us. 



  
PSALMS 
The Psalms were written by the people and usually sung.  It is a dialogue with the 
reader and the congregation as a prayer or praise to God.   We do not lift a prayer 
response afterwards because they are prayers to God from us.   
The Psalms will be read responsively. 

Psalm: Psalm 103: 1-13 
 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, 
 bless his holy name. 
 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and do not forget all his benefits — 
 3who forgives all your iniquity, 
 who heals all your diseases, 
 4who redeems your life from the Pit, 
 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
 5who satisfies you with good as long as you live 
 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
 6The LORD works vindication 
 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 7He made known his ways to Moses, 
 his acts to the people of Israel. 
 8The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9He will not always accuse, 
 nor will he keep his anger forever. 
 10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
 12as far as the east is from the west, 
 so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion for his children, 
 so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.  
 
SECOND READING 



 The second reading is usually from the Epistles and other readings from the New 
Testament  

 Second Reading: 1 John 1:5-9 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that 
we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 
and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 
Word of God, word of life  
Thanks be to God.   
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL 
The gospel is announced.  Usually the Pastor or Presider reads the Gospel and 
then preaches the message from the gospel lesson.  Other readings from the day can 
be the focus of a sermon if desired.  

 The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Gospel: John 20: 19-23 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 
with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said 
to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
  
The gospel concludes:  
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
A children’s message is a way to help the children understand God’s WORD in a 
simple and age appropriate way.   It often reflects the reading that will be 
preached.  
  
  
SERMON  
 A sermon is  prepared through a process called exegesis.   Through prayer, 
reading scripture,  and researching other theologians, a message is created to help 
the biblical story be relevant to today's listener.  The ELCA confesses the Triune 
God — Creator God, Christ, and Holy Spirit. We proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior. In our preaching and teaching, the ELCA trusts the Gospel as 



the power of God for the salvation of all who believe. ELCA teaching or theology 
serves the proclamation and ministry of this faith. 
  
SONG OF THE DAY 
The hymn or song of the day is related to the readings for the day.   It is a way to 
reflect on the sermon and the WORD and what it means in everyday life.  
Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

The creed is a profession of our faith. Prodestant and Cathothic churches bel;ieve 
in a triune God (God, Christ, and Holy Spirit). We say the creed together to 
confess our faith with the whole church. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

+PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of grace,  hear our prayer. 



 Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so 
let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve 
following the example of Christ (rostered and lay leaders may be named). 
Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster (especially): relieve 
those affected by floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, 
and hurricanes. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our 
leaders self-discipline in all things, and inspire them with love for your 
people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been 
harmed and protect those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick 
(especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your 
people, and inspire councils, committees, and individuals to plan and 
work together that all may know your love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are 
bowed down. Watch over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill. 
Especially: Diana Arnold, George Fuoti, Daratha Gilligbauer,  



Shannon Haggerty,  Jon Norman, Kathleen Shuton,   

Dottie Bowman (WIC Rep.), Ida Kramer, Maillo Chavez, Lucinda 
Sheaffer, Cindy Lippy. Stir us to act in the best interest of our 
neighbors. God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who 
have died (especially). Bring us all to eternal life with you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, 
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 Please stand as you are able 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Let us share the peace with each other with a wave or a smile. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share that peace with one another. 
  
OFFERING/OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
We are an Offering    ELW 692 
  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.  
  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.   



  
PREFACE is optional and prepares us for receiving the body and blood of 
Christ.   
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
SANCTUS is tied to Palm Sunday with people welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem 
with hosannas.  There is also a reference from the book of Isaiah with the hosts of 
heaven singing holy praise to God. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW 190 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  These are the words Jesus said at the last supper and asks us to remember and 
do this when we gather together as a community of believers.  
1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  



hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 Christ invites you to this table. 
 Come, taste and see. 

Please be seated & come forward for Holy Communion as directed by our 
ushers.  If  you are unable to come forward for communion the pastor will come to 
you. 
 
This portion of the worship is a commandment of Jesus.   We are to gather, break 
bread, and receive grace and forgiveness through the body and blood (Paul in his 
letter said I give to you what I received on the night I was betrayed...)  We believe 
that Christ is truly present in with and through the elements of bread and wine. 
Remembering is a regathering of the body of Christ in which we are a part with all 
the saints who have gone before us.   It is Christ’s table so ALL are invited.   
 
COMMUNION 
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly ELW 461 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  



Amen.  
  
Jesus sends us out into the world and also goes with us.  The holy spirit takes us 
out to be a witness to the world.  
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you  with 
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace. 
Amen. 
  
SENDING SONG: Go My Children With My Blessing 
  
DISMISSAL: 
A final call to action.  Now go live it!  
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



ST. PETER’S STAFF 
Everyone Serving and Caring for Others 

 
Rev. Molly Haggerty, Pastor 

Rev. Elaine Dent, Ministry Leader 
Bennett Williams, Coordinator of Music Ministry 

Barry Lockard, Organist 
Alex Mabee, Coordinator of TOGETHER 

Jen Joyce, Coordinator of Office Management 
Daniel Kemper, Coordinator of Communications 

Jade Lesisko, Office Intern 
Sharon Beard, Congregational Care 

Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. – noon. Monday – Thursday 
(717) 944-4651 

 
Web site: www.stpetersmiddletown.org 

E-mail address: ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org 
WMSS 91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am.  

Facebook livestream: St Peter’s Lutheran Church Middletown 
 

 WMSS 91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am. 
Watch the service live (10am) on our FACEBOOK page- 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Middletown, PA 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ST. PETER’S NEWS                                         October 2nd, 2022 

We will celebrate all those members who have a birthday each 

month. (If you’d like to send a birthday card, contact the church 

office for the address (717-944-4651) 

September:  Robert Reider (3), Glenn Evans (7), Corey Farner (11), 

Vance Lane (11) Valerie Lane (14), Herbert Moore (15), Douglas 

Beard (17), Adam Evans (20), Brian Shaffer (21),  Stephanie Ponnett, 

(23), Margaret Dengler (26) 

October: Dale Sinniger (1), Lee Shaffer (5), Elizabeth Joyce (6), Tiera 

Reinert (8), Michael Dougherty (12) 

If we have missed your birthday please let Pastor Molly know. 

You can also email the office parish.mail@stpetersmiddletown.org 

or call 717-944-4651 and leave a message. 

VETERANS' BREAKFAST AT ST. PETERS: We are hosting a 

veterans' breakfast for SPLC veterans and friends who also served on 

10 November 2022 at 9AM in Luther Hall.  The event is free.   An 

accurate head count is needed so please RSVP by Friday, November 

4 to Dave Brown 717.580.9352 or Al Crogle 717.944.4930.   Bring a 

photo or two to share, sea stories too.  Contact Sharon if you can 

help prepare on November 9 or serve on November 10. 

Do you occasionally have some open spots in your week?  Please 

consider helping the Interfaith Care-a-Van transport service for our 

community. Drivers can volunteer for whatever works for their 

individual schedule. When a request is made, volunteers are emailed 

and can choose the calls that fit into their plans for the week or 

month. You do not need to commit to cover a day or week on a 

regular basis. If your plans change, one of our other drivers can step 

in to cover your assignment. The Care-a-Van riders are so 

appreciative of all the volunteers that help them get to medical 

appointments, food shopping, and other essential locations. You can 

mailto:parish.mail@stpetersmiddletown.org


view the riders’ location, destination and trip details in advance before 

you accept the date. Please offer some time if you are able to this 

needed community service. You can call 717-743-0788 to volunteer as 

a driver. 

 

COMMUNITY DINNER 

A roast turkey dinner will be served on Saturday, October 8 from 

4:00-6:00 p.m. (or until sold out) at Evangelical United Methodist 

Church, 157 East Water Street, Middletown.  The dinner includes 

stuffing, mashed potatoes, vegetable, cranberry sauce, beverage, and 

dessert. Guests may dine in or take out. We are handicapped 

accessible, and everyone is welcome. For more information, call 944-

6181.      

A Message from The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster 

Response Fund 

“Trust in [God] at all times, O people; pour out your heart before [God]; God is 

a refuge for us” (Psalm 62:8). 

 

Dear friend, 

Over the weekend, several disasters made the news. Here are some of 

the biggest ones: In Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, Alaska, 

Japan, Papua New Guinea, and in Pakistan 

Checks or money orders can be sent to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

P.O. Box 1809 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

 

Give by phone at 800-638-3522 (Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm CT) 

or online at www.elca.org  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

New to our prayer list this month: 

Diana Arnold, George Fuoti, Daratha Gilligbauer,  

Shannon Haggerty,  Jon Norman, Kathleen Shuton,   

Dottie Bowman (WIC Rep.), Ida Kramer, Maillo Chavez, Lucinda 

Sheaffer, Cindy Lippy 

Those friends and members in need of continued prayers. 

Karen Ainsley, Fred Harris,  Tina Polito 

 

**SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES** 

Gabriel Goldsborough, Jordane Cleckner, Edgar Lopez,  

Hunter Magaro, John Pappas, Corbin Stetler, 

Colton Stone, Aaron Williams 

 

 The Dauphin County Office of the Aging provides a well-

balanced hot lunch meal for delivery to residents of Dauphin 

County.   To request home delivered meals, please contact the Dauphin County 

Area Agency on Aging at (717) 780-6130.  St. Peter’s is responsible to deliver 

the meals the months of June and December.   

. FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY will be on the 1st Sunday of every 

month…Non-perishable food items & personal care items are 

needed. Our next Food Pantry Sunday will be Sunday, October 

2.  You can bring food donations to the church throughout the 

week and place in the Food Pantry wagon. 



SEWING CIRCLE 

The Sewing Circle is in need of lightweight blankets and sheets.  

If you can donate these items please place on the table in the 

North Narthex.  The Sewing Circle meets each Tuesday from 9-

noon.  If you are interested in helping (cutting patches, sewing 

patches, tying quilts) please stop by the sewing room on 

Tuesday.  

 For more information see Mary Lingle or Karen Hahn 

 

DEDICATIONS 

If you would like to dedicate altar flowers or the bulletins in 

memory or honor of someone or an occasion the following dates 

are available:  Bulletins ($15), Altar Flowers ($20) 

Dedications sheets are available on the window sill of the office. 

Altar Flowers – October 23rd 
Altar Flowers – November 6th 
Bulletins – November 6th 
Bulletins – November 20th 
Bulletins – November 27th 
Bulletins – December 4th 
Bulletins – December 18th 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

We are looking for a few people to help keep weeds from the 

flower beds around the church.  If you will take care of one of 

these areas please call Gail Hossler at 717 944 2250. 


