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Introduction 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist 
sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of 
injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light 
breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls 
his followers to let the light of their good works shine 
before others. Through baptism we are sent into the 
world to shine with the light of Christ. 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

121 N. SPRING STREET, MIDDLETOWN, PA  
17057 

Sunday Worship 10:00am and Wednesday 10:00am 



THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH 
THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU HERE 

        St. Peter’s is a congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation joining with Reconciling Works. 
 
        As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we 
welcome and invite all of God’s people regardless of age, 
race, ethnicity, physical or mental abilities, marital status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or economic status. 
 
SERVING OUR CHURCH          February 5th, 2023 
Preaching:                                                Pr. Elaine Dent 
Reader:                                                Jeremy Railing 
Opening the church for February:            Kendra Darrah 
Musicians:                                                  Spirit & Truth 
                 
        

Masks are optional. 
We ask that if you are not feeling well you worship 

from home via Facebook Live or listen to the service 
on  

WMSS 91.1FM.  
 

We give thanks for your patience during this 
continued Covid season in your continued care for 

the health and safety of all. 
 

 
PRELUDE: Come Light Our Hearts  
by Sandra McCracken 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 



GREETING AND RESPONSE 
The grace of Christ, the love of God, and the peace of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
GATHERING SONG: Gather Us In ELW 532 v 1, 2 & 3 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 



KYRIE 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie 
eleison, every day. 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for 
the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie 
eleison, every day. 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the 
hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us 
pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie 
eleison, every day. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of 
all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things 
we ought to do and give us the grace and power to do 
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
WORD  
First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a  
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people 
were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them 
that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that 
results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the 
homeless, and clothing the naked. 



 1Shout out, do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 
 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 
 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 



 your vindicator shall go before you, 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 
 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The LORD will guide you continually, 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
  and make your bones strong; 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water, 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many 
generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
Word of God, Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm will be read responsively. 
PSALM: Psalm 112:1-9  
Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4) 
 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
  and their righteousness will last forever. 
 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 



  the righteous are merciful and full of 
compassion.  
 It is good for them to be generous in lending 
  and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 For they will never be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlasting 
remembrance. 
 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 
 Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 They have given freely to the poor, and their 
righteousness stands fast forever; 
   they will hold up their head with honor. 
 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will 
gnash their teeth and pine away; 
  the desires of the wicked will perish.  
 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12  
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human 
philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden 
wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity 
involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in 
the cross. 
1When I came to you, my siblings I did not come 
proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or 
wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to 
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My 
speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though 
it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, 



who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s 
wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before 
the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age 
understood this; for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love God”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 
God. 11For what human being knows what is truly 
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no 
one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit 
of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13And we 
speak of these things in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 
things to those who are spiritual. 
 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of 
God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they 
are unable to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned. 15Those who are spiritual discern all 
things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s 
scrutiny. 
 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord 
  so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ.] 
Word of God, Word of Life. 

 Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand as you are able  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Christ, Be Our Light 
ELW 715 v 1&2 
 



The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
Glory to you O, Lord 
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be 
the salt of the earth and the light of the world, doing good works 
and keeping God’s commandments. 
[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt 
has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it 
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or 
the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 
from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
SERMON   
 



HYMN OF THE DAY: This Little Light of Mine ELW 677 
v 1, 2 & 3 
 
Please be seated for the prayers. We will sing the response together. 
+PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 Merciful God, 
“Light of the world, shine on me. Love is the 
answer.” 
 
Please stand as you are able 
APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

Let us share the peace with each other with a wave or a smile. 
For those listening at home please share grace and peace with those 
around you, or call or text someone. 
 



Please be seated. 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW 726 v 1 
 
+OFFERING PRAYER  
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
PREFACE      
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS: Setting 8: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW 
pg. 190 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your 
glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 



hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
All are invited to share in communion. It is Christ’s table and all 
are welcome.   The Ushers will bring you forward.  The Pastor will 
give you the bread and the communion assistant will have a tray of 
wine. Please take one cup and drink it.  An Acolyte will collect the 
empty cup. You can go to the rail for a silent prayer or return to 
your seat.   
 
COMMUNION SONGS: 
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW 325 
You Light Up My Life by Debbie Boone 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 May the peace of Christ strengthen you and fill you with 
grace.   
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Holy One, 



we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Standing is optional. 
 
SENDING SONG 
We Are Marching in the Light ELW 1, 2, 3 & 4 
 
DISMISSAL:  
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: Shine by Collective Soul 

 
The bulletins are dedicated to Mrs. H. R. 

Kleinfelter by William and Barbara 
Kleinfelter. 

 
DEDICATIONS- 

If you would like to dedicate altar flowers or the bulletins 
in memory or honor of someone or an occasion. 
Bulletins ($15), Altar Flowers ($20), Lamp Candle ($10) 
Dedications sheets are available on the windowsill of the 
office. 
 



ST. PETER’S NEWS  
February 5th, 2023 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Lynn Kerr (2), Dylan Bower (3), Betty Wise (3), 
Veronica Mrakovich (5), Carole Mellinger (6), Emily 
Saunders (7), Eric Farner (10), Logan Beard (10), Louse 
Smith (12), Daniel Kemper (12), Jacob Barnhart (14), 
David Beard (15), Janet Brubaker (16), Miles Young (17), 
Amanda Finkbiner (19), Dianne Breininger (20), Julia 
Wren (20), Elaine Matson (23), Raymond Cary (24), 
Winifred Rudy (24), Ella Young (24), Samantha Starliper 
(26), Lois Harbold (27),  Jordane Cleckner (27). 
 
If we have missed your birthday, please let Molly know 
and we will get you added to our list.  
 
FAMILY PROMISE 
We are seeking volunteers to help with our Family 
Promise ministry in many different ways. Our next 
hosting dates are: 2/26-3/5, 6/11-6/18, and 10/1-10/7. 
Please see Pastor Molly if you can help or if you would 
like to know more. 
 
LUNCH AND LEARN 
The students at Penn State Harrisburg are joining the 
older adults here at St. Peter’s for an intergenerational 
learning program. A few of our members will be sharing 
their own knowledge and experience to open up 
conversations on many important topics. Please plan to 
join the conversation for any and all of the following 
dates: 
February 8th- Living Environments 
February 15th- Support Systems 
February 22nd- Economics and Aging 



March 1st- Death and Dying, and the opportunity to       
embrace a positive attitude 
Students will arrive in Luther Hall at 11:30am and the 
sessions will close around 12:15pm. A light lunch of 
soup and bread will be provided. Please sign up on the 
sheets outside the church office. See Pr. Molly if you 
have any questions. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Please mark your calendars for the next congregational 
meeting, scheduled for Sunday, February 12th. We will be 
discussing our Strategic Planning goals, the budget 
passed in November, the upcoming calendar, and other 
important topics. Everyone is encouraged to attend! 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
Please note Pr. Molly will be away on continuing 
education from February 1st- February 6th. Pr. Elaine will 
be available for pastoral care, to lead worship, and to 
lead Bible study. 
 
FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE PARTY 
Join TOGETHER and the families of St. Peter’s for a 
Fat Tuesday Pancake Party on February 21st from 
4:30pm-6pm.! TOGETHER will be serving up delicious 
pancakes, ham, and potatoes in Luther Hall. Please stop 
by and grab a plate or take some to go! Everyone is 
welcome to the party. A good will offering will be 
available to benefit our TOGETHER program. Please 
see Alex if you have questions or would like to help.  
 
JOB POSTING 
The Lutheran Camping Corporation has year-round and 
summer job opportunities available. Positions include: 
Camp Director, Maintenance Manager, Cook, 
Counselor, Lifeguard, and more at Camp Nawakwa, 



Camp Kirchenwald, and Wittel Farm! See Pr. Molly or 
Sharon for more information, or apply online at: 
https://www.lutherancamping.org/employment/  
High school, college-age, and adult summer staff are 
hired for positions based on experience and ability. The 
camp is an equal opportunity employer. Room and 
board are provided as well. Employment time lasts from 
early June (training period) through mid-August. Most 
weeks run from Sunday at 2:00 p.m. through Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. 
 
 JOB POSTING 
St. Peter’s is hiring a Facility Manager. This position is 20 
hours per week, paid bi-weekly. Please send a letter of 
interest to apply. See the St. Peter’s website for 
additional information. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
Baby Victoria and her family need rides to church on 
Sunday mornings. The Guzman family of 4 lives in 
Pineford Village in Middletown. Please contact Pastor 
Molly if you can help! 
 
BREAD BAKING 
Bakers are needed for Sunday service! If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Sharon or Pastor 
Molly. 
 
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP   
Pastor Chad Butz has organized a young adults’ group. If 
you, or someone you know is interested in joining the 
group, learning more, or getting on the mailing list, email 
Pastor Chad Butz at: renewedingracecoop@gmail.com. 
The next meeting is Monday, February 20th at Painting 
with a Twist (124 S Centerville rd. Lancaster) at 7pm. 

https://www.lutherancamping.org/employment/
mailto:renewedingracecoop@gmail.com


Please let Pastor Chad know you would like to join so 
you can be added to the official count. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:  
New to our prayer list this month:  
Diana Arnold, George Fuoti, Daratha Gilligbauer, Kay 
Nye, Kiersten Kwiatkowski, Lucinda Sheaffer, Dorothy 
Murphy, Mary Houser, Ruby Mabee, Natalie Chambers 
and Sean Ferry, Mim Stum, Mae Stum, Brenda Stum, 
Barbara Lingle, Mary Ann Deimler, Thelma Thomas, 
Iona Stum and Jeff Lippy. 
 
Those friends and members in need of continued 
prayers: Karen Ainsley, Fred Harris, Ida Kramer, Anna 
Raffensburger, Betty Wise, and Tina Polito. 
   
**SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES**  
Gabriel Goldsborough, Jordane Cleckner, Edgar Lopez,  
Hunter Magaro, John Pappas, Corbin Stetler, Colton 
Stone, Aaron Williams  
 
FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY  
will be on the 1st Sunday of every month. Non-
perishable food items and personal care items are 
needed. You can bring food donations to the 
church throughout the week and place in the Food 
Pantry wagon.  
   
SEWING CIRCLE  
The Sewing Circle needs lightweight blankets and  
 sheets. Please place on the table in the North Narthex. 
The Sewing Circle meets each Tuesday from 9-noon. If 
you are interested in helping (cutting patches, sewing 
patches, tying quilts) please stop by the sewing room on 
Tuesday. For more information see Mary Lingle or 
Karen Hahn. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each February, National Black History Month serves as 
both a celebration and a powerful reminder that Black 
history is American history, Black culture is American 
culture, and Black stories are essential to the ongoing 
story of America — our faults, our struggles, our 
progress, and our aspirations.  Shining a light on Black 
history today is as important to understanding ourselves 
and growing stronger as a Nation as it has ever been.  
That is why it is essential that we take time to celebrate 
the immeasurable contributions of Black Americans, 
honor the legacies and achievements of generations past, 
reckon with centuries of injustice, and confront those 
injustices that still fester today. 
 
whitehouse.gov 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST. PETER’S STAFF 
Everyone Serving and Caring for Others 

 
Rev. Molly Haggerty                                                               Pastor 
Alex Mabee                                          Coordinator of TOGETHER 
Bennett Williams                                             Coordinator of Music 
Jen Joyce                                Coordinator of Office Administration 
Dan Kemper                                     Coordinator of Communication 
Jade Lesisko                                                                  Office Intern 
John Ponnett                                                                       Treasurer 
Kendra Darrah                                                     Financial Secretary 
Stephanie Ponnett                                                  Council President 

 
Church Office Hours: 9:00 am. – noon. Monday – Thursday 

(717)944-4651 
Web site: www.stpetersmiddletown.org 

E-mail address: ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.org 
WMSS 91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am. 

Facebook livestream: St Peter’s Lutheran Church Middletown 
 

WMSS 91.1FM broadcasts our service at 11am. 
Watch the service live (10am) on our FACEBOOK page- 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Middletown, PA 
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